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next important item in the Schedule isI
that of £2200,000 for the Fremautle
harbour works. I think it a great
mistake that these works were ever under-
taken, and if I could see any way of
striking out the item I should do so,
because these works will be a sink for
money for many years to come. I do not
begrudge a. reasonable a-mount being
spent at Fremantle, but I think the
whale Scheme too huge. If there was
traffic for Steanmers they -would come into
almost any harbour. I do not think I
can support the Donnybrook-Bridgetown
railway at present, because I think there
are 'works of far greater importance which
should be undertaken first. As to the
Coalfield line, I do not think we have
sufficient information before us to warrant
our passing it just now. When we get
into committee I shall deal with each
item in a broad Spirit and in the interest
of the colony as a whole, and I hope
every other hon. member will do the
same.

THE RONq. F. M. STONE: T move that
the question be now put.

Question put and passed.
Question-That the Bill be now read a

second time.
Put and passed.

SCAB ACT-REPORT OF SELECT
COMMtITTEE.

THrE RON. R. G. BURG-ES brought up
the report of the select comnmittee
appointed to inquire into the working of
the Scab Act, and moved that it be
received.

Question put and passed.

ADJO1JRNIEENT.
The Council, at twenty minutes to

eleven o'clock, P.M. adjiotued until
Thursda-y, 4th October, at half-past four
o'clock p.m.

Wed-nesday, 3rd October, 1891.

Petition of John Sntherland-Yilgurn Railway evenuo
and freight rAtes-ncrease of Salaries of Judges of
the Supreme court - Cost of up~keep of the
(overnor'a Estahnahnient-Closure of Street in
Buse~elton Bill: third readiug-Roads Act Amend-
mett Billi nm eoimitteo-JDrovinx Bill: considera-
tion of Committee's report- Estimates, 18W-S
further considered in committee-Messag from
the Legislative Council: Removal of Colonia Pri-

illr B1-Adjournment.

Tan SPEAKER took the chair at
4-30 p~m.

PRAYERS,

PETITION OF JOHN SUTHERLAND.
MR. IILLINGWORTH presented a

petition from John Sutherland, praying
that the Rouse would set aside the deci-
sions of the Warden of the Murchison
goldfields, in respect of certain mining
matters in which he (Sutherland) was
concerned.

Petition received and read.
MR. TIALNGWORTR moved that the

petition be printed.
Mn. SIMPSON: I am one of the last

in this House to object, at any time, to a.
petition being received or printed; I think
it is the duty of this House at all times
to listen to the grievances of every man
who has a legitimate cause for appealing
to Parliament for redress; but, in this
ease, I have an intimate knowledge of the
present petitioner's doings, in connection
with mnining, for somue years past. Re is
commonly known on the goldfields as the
" Duke of Sutherland"; and I can say,
from my own personal knowledge of him
extending over three years, that he has
done no work on the Murchison goldfield.
where he has been during that time. I
would be sorry in any way to interfere
with the action of the hon. member who
presented this petition on behalf ef one
of his constituents; hut I am sure he will
excuse me if I say I have a, little more
knowledge of this gentleman than the
honu. member has. In addition to this

r tition, I believe the Commissioner of
rown Lands has received another

petition from the samne mnan, praying for
the removal of the Warden. His con-
nection with the goldmining industry
has been one of continuous and incessant

Petition of J. Suthtrland.
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complaint against the action of Wardens,
for the last three or four years; and, so
far as I have been able to discover, he
represents on the Murchison goldfields a
magnificent party of One, and if that
party were asked for its signature it
would be "JSohn Sutherland." I think
this House would be going to unnecessary
expense if it ordered this petition to be
printed, and trespassing unnecessarily on
the resources of the Government print-
ing establishment. I would be very
sorry to oppose the prilnting of any
petition, the consideration of which I
thought would be of the slightest value
to the public or to the individual, if that
individual had any real grievance, but, if
I sin in order, I beg to move that this
petition be not printed.

MR. SPEAKER: The lion, member
need not move that;i he can vote with
the noes. I should like to suggest to
members who may have a petition to
present that they should let the Clerk
see it before they present it to the House.
Sometimes there are irregularities in
these petitions, and it is very desirable
that the Clerk should see them before
they are presented. The other House, I
believe, have a standing order requiring
all petitions to be lodged with the Clerk
before they are presented, and the Clerk
has to certify that they are in conformity
with the Standing Orders. I think it
would be as well if we had a similar rule
here. In the absence of such a rule, I
would suggest to members who may have
petitions to present, that they should
first show them to the Clerk, to see that
there is nothing irregular about them.

Question-That the petition be printed
-put and negatived.

YILGARN RAILWAY-REVENUE AND
FREIGHT RATES.

MRt. MORAN, in accordance with
notice, asked the Commissioner of Rail-
ways,-

s. Upon what basis is the revenue of
of the Yilgarn railway for the next year
estimated ?

z. According to the differential distance
freights, what was the comparative differ-
ence between the revenue as earned from
hauling a ton of stuff from Fremantle to
Northam, and for hauling a ton, for the
same distance, at the end of the Yilgarn
Railway ?

3. Whether, in the Estimates, the
Eastern Railway was not credited with
all the stuff that passed over it to South-
ern Cross, according to the higher freight
for shorter distances ?

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Venn) replied, as
follows,-

r. On the traffic done, both in goods
and passengers, during the first nine
months after the Yilgarn Railway was
opened by the Contractor.

2. The comparative rates in the differ-
ent classes, a-s between Fremantle and
Northamn and for Northam and Yilgarn,
for the same distance, say 78 miles, are
as follows:

Classes.

Similar distance on 1
Northa,Smth 1 21i' 21:4 -
Crons laitway-f r 1;j1'-, ''
Miles. -) I... I... IC n

S110O 6713

3. The Eastern Railway is only credited
with the freight carried over for 78 miles,
according to the general classification
sheet for that distance.

INCREASE OF SALARIES OF JUDGES OF
THE SUPREME COURT.

MR. TJEAKE, in accordance with notice,
asked the Premier, if it was the intention
of the Government to increase the salaries
of the Judges of the Supreme Court?

THEa PREMIER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest)
replied: I am of opinion that questions
of this kind by members who are practi-
tioners of the Supreme Court, especially
wvhen they have important cases in Court
in which the Government is concerned,
are to be deprecated. The Government
has had the question under consideration,
but no decision <has yet been come to in
regard to the matter.

COST OF THE GOVERNOR'S ESTAB-
LIJSHMENT.

MR. R. F. SHOLL: In rising to move
the motion standing in my name, I would
like to bring before the House the facts,
very shortly. Very probably, by effiuxion

Yi1garn Railway.
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of time or other means, we shall be having
a change of Governors in this colony be-
fore long, and it has struck me that this
would be the time for this House to ex-
press an opinion as to whether the Gov-
ernment should not decide to have a
stated and fixed salary for the Governor,
without any allowances whatever. It may
be in the recollection of those members
who were in the old Legislative Council
before the introduction of Responsible
Government that there was considerable
discussion over the salary of the Governor,
when it was raised from £3,000 to £4,000.
The House was then told distinctly by
the then Colonial Secretary that the
£4,000 would include all extras, and that
in reality the increase only amounted to
£400 odd, as all allowances would then
be done away with. But we find that
instead of these allowances being done
away with they have been considerably
increased. [THE PREMIER: I don't
think so.] Yes, they have. Not only do
we pay £4,000 to the Governor as his
salary, but there is a considerable increase
mn the extra amounts voted for him.
[THE PREMIER: I don't think so.] Mem-
bers will see from the Estimates that the
amount is considerably increased under
the first item, the " Governoi-'s Establish-
ment." Then, if we turn over, we find
an extra amount of £400, which has a
regular lace on the Estimates under the
head of " Government House, Domain,
Rottuest, and Fremantle Cottages"; and
there is another item of £200, I think,
for furniture for Government House.
And that is not all. I believe that the
Governor, when he visits Rottnest, hag a
steam launch at his special service to
take him over and bring him back at the
expense of the country; and when he has
visitors on the island, this steami launch,
at the expense of the country, takes them
over and back again. The Governor can
order this steam launch as often as he
likes, and does so, apparently. On
another occasion, when he visited Albany
during what is called the "' Albany week,"
it cost the colony something like £90 or
£100 to pay the Governor's expenses and
his stay for the week. Then again, a
part of the return I am asking for will,
if it is possible to arrive at it, show the
value of all the goods imported by the
Governor, under the 60th section of the
Constitution Act, free of duty, and the

amount of rebate he has been allowed on
account of goods locally purchased. Un-
der the Constitution Act the Governor is
allowed to import his goods free of duty,
but I believe he is not satisfied with
that, but gets a rebate on the goods
he purchases in the colony; he has
them car-ried to his door, and sends
in his claim to the Treasury for a draw-
back. [THE PREMIER: No.] Itis what
I hear; that is according to report. I
want this return so that we -may see
whether it is so or not. I am also
informed that, in addition to these votes,
a considerable sum is expended for any
alterations that may be required at
Government House when a ball is given,
or entertainments of that kind. I have
even been told that waiters are employed
at the expense of the State. [THE
PREMIER : No.] I think it comes under
the Works Department when alterations
are made for a ball, so that the work is
done at the expense of the colony and not
at the expense of the Governor himself.
[THE PREMIER: It is all charged in the
Estimates.] Another item is that of fuel
and light. It was never intended- and
we were led to believe it would not be
so-that when the Governor's salary was
increased to £4,000 he was to be allowed
fire and light; in fact, I think there was
a great fight in this House over the
itema during the first session of the
new Parliament, and the item was re-
jected by the House. But it appears
that the Government scout the opinion
of Parliament, and these allowances go
on just the same, notwithstanding the
adverse vote of the House. I have taken
a few figures showing the cost of the
Governors' establishments in the other
colonies, and they show that we pay more
in proportion in this colony than any of
the other colonies do for the privilege of
having a, representative of the Imperial
Government. I may say I think it is
necessary we should have a representative
of the Imperial Goverment; at the same
time I do not think we should pay too
much for that privilege. Under the old
form of Government the Governor was a,
very hard-worked man, very poorly paid;
but under the present form of Govern-
ment the Governor has very little to do,
and it appears to me hie is paid consider-
ably in excess of what the Governor
received under the old Constitution. I



Governor's Establisment: [ C. 84]Cs fie 7

find that in New South Wales the
Governor gets X7,000, and the Acting-
Governor £3,500. There is a private
secretary at X400; an aide-de-camp at
£3851 ; a clerk at £770; and a mes-
senger, &c., bringing the cost of the
establishment to about £1,550. In New
Zealand the Governor gets only £5,000-
a large colony, too-and out of that
£5,000 lie pays for his own private secre-
tary and his aide-de-camp. In Queens-
laud they pay their Governor £5,000, and
£400 is allowed for a private secretary,
and £300 for an aide-dc-camp, or £2700
for the staff. In South Australia the
Governor gets £5,000; and the pivate
secretary is paid £400 and the aido-de-
camp £250, or £650 for the statf [THE
PREMIER: You don't know bow much
more, I suppose ?] That is the amount
put down in the Colonial Office List.
In Tasmania they pay their Governor
£3,600, and allow £250 for a pri-
vate secretary, and nothing more. In
Victoria at present they allow the
Governor £10,000, but he has to pay
the whole of his statf and I believe
that future Governors are only to receive
£7,000. Here in Western Australia we
pay X4,000, and the total establishment
costs £1,446, withoutthieprivate secretary,
who is on the Civil List, and gets £300.
Apart from the establishment vote, there
is £200 for furniture, and there is fuel
and light, and another £400 for the
upkeep of the domain and the Govern-
ment cottages at Rottinest and Fremnantle.
So that members will see that we are
paying a considerable amount more than
really appears on the Estimates under
the head of the Governor's Establishment.
[THE PREMIER: No, no; I deny that.]
I say that we pay a great deal more than
appears on these Estimates under the
bead of the Governor's Establishment;
and that is the reason I amn moving for
this return, so that we may know really
what we are paying. [THE PREMIER:
HowP] The Premier says "How?"
The return asked for will probably show
how; that is what I want it for,-how
much we lose b y the Governor getting his
goods duty free (which is not allowed in
any other Australian colony), and also
how much rebate, if any, is paid by the
Treasury in respect of goods locally pin-
chased by the Governor. Then there are
other items, such as the expenses of

the Governor when he travels. [TnE
PREmmiER They are all in the Estimates.]
Of course this return, when it is supplied,
will show what the Governor actually
costs the colony. I don't know whether
the Estimates show the cost of the upkeep
of the Governor's railway carriage, when
he travels over the Laud Company's line.
[THE PREMIER: They don't charge.] It
costs something to run it over our own
lines, and the upkeep of the carriage must
cost something ; and if all these items
are showdi in this return we shall be able
to arrive at some idea of what the
Governor is costing us. I do not propose,
myself, nor suggest that we should inter-
fere at present with existing ar-range-
ments, though I think the Governor has
taken advantage, and the Government
have allowed him to take advantage, of
more allowances than ever was anticipated
when the salary was raised. But I do
not intend to interfere with existing
arrangements; though I think, now is the
time to consider this matter, whether we
should not have a fixed salary for the
Governor, without any allowances, and
let him pay for all extras himself. I
know that this would necessitate an
alteration in the 60th section of the
Constitution Act, under which the Gov-
ernor is allowed to import his goods duty
free. But I think it would be much
better to have a definite fixed salary,
even if it were found necessary to pay
the Governor more, so that we might
know what the Governor was actually
costing the colony. It would be better
even for those who take up the position
of Governor to know exactly what they
are to receive, and certainly it would
be more satisfactory to the colony. I
beg to move the motion standing in my
name,-" For a, full and exact Return
showing the total anual cost (since the
introduction of Responsible Government)
of the Governor's Establishment, includ-
ig Governor's salary, and all other de-

tails of expenditure or allowances of any
nature whatever. The Return to include
the value of all goods imported and
subject to the provisions of section 60 Of
the Constitution Act, 0,s regards duty, as
well as the amiount of drawback refunded
by the Treasuryfor and on account of all
goods locally purchased."

THE PREMIER (Hon, Sir J. Forrest):
I quite agree with the hon. member in
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one part of his; observations, and that is
that it is very desirable both in the in-
terests of the colony and in the interests
of the Governor himself, whoever he may
be, that we should have a clear under-
standing, before another Governor is
appointed, as to the emoluments of his
office, so that there can be no dispute
afterwards. It is very undesirable and
unpleasant for Ministers to have to enter
into controversy with the Governor of
the colony, whoever he may be, or who-
ever the Ministers may be, with regard
to his personal emoluments; therefore I
have always thought that when the next
change of Governors takes place it should
be clearly laid down, for the informa-
tion of the Colonial Office, what the
emoluments of the Governor consist of,
so that no possible dispute should arise
on the arrival of the Governor in the
colony. Members will recollect that was
not done in the ease of the present
Governor, for a very good reason: we
were at the time in a sort of inter-
regnmn, on the eve of a change in the
Constitution, and the Governor was
appointed before the change took place.
We all recollect that there was some
difference of opinion-and the question
was thoroughly discussed in this House-
as to what the exact emoluments of the
Governor were. That was in 1891, just
about the time we entered upon the present
form of Government, and there has been
no reference to the matter since. The
question of what a, Governor is to receive
is of course a matter of agreement
between the Executive Goverunet of
the colony and the Governor appointed;
and when that agreement is made, no
one would desire to interfere with it until
some new waagement is made. I must
take exception to one observation made
by the lion, member, when he said the
Governor bad taken adlvantage of his
position to get, more than he expected to
get when he took office. So far as I
know, that has not been the case. The
scale of allowances was laid dlown, and it
waswell understood what he can charge for
and what he ean not; and there has been
no difference of opinion and no disagree-
ment, to any extent, between the Govern-
ment and the Governor on the subject.
I may also inform members that no
rebate has ever been paid to the Governor,
nor has he ever applied for any rebate,

upon anything bought in the colony,
except spirits, or wine-and beer, I sup-
pose; but I know that, as regards spirits
or wine, if he buys it from a mner~hant in
Perth, it is always I think (or, if not
always, almost invariably) bought in
bond, and he gets it without paying any
duty, and I presume there is no objection
to thiat, any more than if he imported
it direct. [MR. SEOLL: Hear, hear.]
With that exception, no rebate has
ever been allowed. The whole of the
payments to the Governor, with the
exception of the rebate of duties, is shown
on these Estimates. The Governor's
establishment, it wrill be seen, is estimated
to cost £21,446 next year, the actual
expenditure last year being £1,160 15s.
8d., and the only increase is in the items
for postage and telephone rent, and
foreign- telegrams. The travelling ex-
penses, and the incidental expenses
referred to by the hon. member for
the Gascoyne, are all included nder
the head of " Contingencies," as shown in
item No. 10, on the Estimates; and the
object we have in view in framing these
Estimates in this way is that everything
should be shown as clearly and fully as
possible for the information of memb~ers.
When the hon. member reforred to the
upkeep of Government House and the
domain, and furniture for Government
House, I do not suppose for a moment
the hion. member expects the Governor of
the day to 'keep the domain in order, or
to furnish Government House at his own
expense. I do not think it would be a
good arrangement even if it were made.
These are Government properties, and, as
such, it is our duty to see that they are
kept in good order and repair. I should
be sorry indeed if the gardens, and Gov-
ernment House and its furniture, were
to 'be entrusted for six years to be kept in
order out of any Governor's private purse.
The result would, probably, be that the
whole of this fine property would be
allowed to fall into disrepair. Whatever
we do, whatever arrangement may be
made in the future, this property, which
belongs to the State, must be taken
charge of by the State. But, if you
leave out this £600 (£40 for Govern.
inent Rouse and domain, and £2200 for
Government House furniture), all the
expenses of the Governor and his estab-
lishment are included on these Estimates,

Cost of the.
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with the exception of his salary, and that
of the private secretary, which are in-
cluded in the Civil List. I do not believe
I shall be able to give the honl. member
the information he seeks as to the amount
of rebate of duty to the Governor; I have
communicated with the Collector of
Customs to-day, and he says that no
separate account has been kept against
the Governor any more than against any
other, individual importing goods free of
duty.

MR. SIMPSON: The drawback cheques
have gone through the Treasury, I
presumeP

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
The amount of drawback is simple enough
to get at. As I have said, it only applies
to wine or spirits bought in the colony;
but, as to free goods coming into the
coJ.iny from England, the Collector of
Customs says that no separate account
has been kept against the Governor any
more than anybody else, and that to get
at the amount would necessitate an
examination of some 80,000 vouchers. I
have, however, given instructions to the
Collector of Customs that he shall keep
a separate account against the Governor
hereafter, so that it may be easily referred
to. I do not suppose the duties amount
to much, taken altogether; I do not
suppose they reach more than £200 a year.
[ME. LOTON: Less than that.] I dare
say it is, because the Governor does not im-
port much into the colony, except wines
and spirits, that is liable to a high duty.
I estimate that the total cost of the
Governor's establishment, including his
salary and everything, amounts to about
£6,000 a, year. [MR. SIMPSON: £3,000
too much.] Of that amount, the Gov-
ernor himself of course only receives
£4,000; and, as to the other items,
I do not expect you could save very
much, no matter how you screwed;
and, although they may add to the
Governor's comfort, they do not add
anything to his pocket. Therefore, what-
ever reductions it may be considered
necessary to make in the future, or that
members may suggest, it must really be
in connection with the salary of the
Governor, rather than in connection with
these other items, because whoever is Gov-
ernorhe musthave a stat, amdGovernment
House must be furnished, and the domain
must be kept up. Of course if members

think they are strong enough and willing
enough to reduce the salary of the Gover-
nor, well and good. That is not the
point we are dealing with now, but the
emoluments; and in dealing with this
matter-it is a Somewhat delicate and
personal matter-it would be a good
thing to deal with it on general grounds,
leaving out altogether the question of
who is Governor, and steering clear of
all personal offence. [MR. SHOLL: Hear,

*heam.] The only objection I take to the
hon. member's remarks is his saying that
the Governor has taken some advantage.
I do not think he has. I have had a
long experience of the present Governor,
and been brought into close conmmunica-
tion with him, and I think he would be
the last man to try to take any advantage.
He has merely carried out what has been
the rule in this colony. We certainly
know what we are spending at present,
which is more thanl we ever knew before.
It is now all before members, on these
Estimates, where they can see the whole
of the expenditure in connection with the
Governor's establishment.

MR. JAMES: I hope that the motion
will be carried, and that we shall ascer-
tain as exactly as possible what it does
cost us to enjoy the necessary luxury
of a Governor. I, myself, am utterly
opposed to the present system of allow-
ing what you may call perquisites to
the Governor. It would be infinitely
better to provide a fixed salary, which
shall carry with it all allowances, whether
that salary be £3,000, or £6,000, or
£10,000; but no perquisites. Even if a
Governor is above suspicion, sand the
Mivnistrv is above suspicion, it always
causes a certain amount 6f irritation, a
certain amount of doubt or suspicion
that advantage is being taken of the some-
what flexible powers given when you are
permitted to make allowances; and I1 am
glad to hear from the Premier that when
the term of office of the present Governor
has expired, and a new Governor appears
on the scene, some different arrangement
will be arrived at. I hope that arrange-
ment will be in the direction I have

suggested, that a certain amount of
saly be paid but no perquisites, so that
we may know once for all how much our
Governor costs vs. I think all these
incidental expenses which are now borne

Iby the taxpayers of the colony should be
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paid by the Governor himself. I do0 not
mean that we should expect him to keep
Government House or the gardens mn
repair, but there are many items which I
think should be borne by the Governor
which are now borne by the public, and
which should be included in his salary.
I mul not quite certain when gie term of
office of the present Governor expires,
but I hope that the ar-rangements pro-
posed to be made with the incoming
Governor will be laid before the Rous,,
and that we shall have. an opportunity of
discussing them. Some of us may think
that if in Tasmania, with a larger popu-
lation than we have, they, can only
afford about half what 'we are pay-
ing, anld that an important colony
like New South Wales is paying prac-
tically less than we are paying for
the luxury of maintaining a Governor's
establishment, and the same with other
colonies, and these colonies are able to
secure what, apparently, we in Australia
dearly love, a lord or a titled nobleman
to rule over us; if those colonies are able
to get all they want at a comparatively
loss cost than we are, some of us may
think it is becoming a serious question
whether we also cannot attract to our
shores an efficient Governor, titled or
otherwise, at less cost than we are paying
at present. I shall support this mnotion
because I should like to see exactly what
this Government House establishment
does cost us, and because we are in a
better position at present than we shall
be hereafter to deal with the details of
any new arrangement that may be entered
into with the incoming Governor.

MR. SIMPSON: I hope the House
wvill think well to support this motion.
I think the time has arrived in the
development of this colony whena we
should deal with this question in a prac-
tical manner. The Premier, in his re-
marks, was good enough to say he hoped
none of us would look at the matter from
a personal point of view. I hope it was
not necessary for the hen. gentleman to
have made that suggestion; I imagine
this House looks at the motion now
before us simply in its relation to the
future administration of the colony. At
present we have occupying the position
of Governor a gentleman with whom a
certain contract or agreement has been
made; and repudiation is a word that

has never yet been whispered within these
walls, and, so far as I am able to gauge
the tone of the House, is not likely to be
heard. Perhaps I may be looked upon
as a bit of a faddist-I am prepared to
accept that responsibiity-but I am one
of those who think that the days of the
appointment of a, Governor from Downing
Street to this colony have gone by. I
am democratic enough to consider that
an allowance made to either the Chief
Justice of the colony or tile Premier of
the colony, for the purpose of entertain-
ing distinguished visitors who may favour
us with their presence would accomplish
all that is necessary in the way of guber-
natorial functions. I know there is a,
certain halo of respectability attached to
invitations to Governmet Rouse, and
that it is supposed to confer a certain
amnount. of social distinction. I must
confess I have no sympathy -with that
feeling at all. I have occasionally been
graced with these marks of social distinc-
tion, but I must again confess that I have
not felt myself one hit more respectable
after I received them than I was before.
Still, I am one of those who have thle
strongest affection for the great mother
country, and I have the heartiest wish,
dluring my time at any rate, and as much
longer afterwards as I could arrange it,
to preserve unbroken the crimison thread
of fellowship and brotherhood that links
us to the great nation that gave us Ails-
tralia. [MR. A. FORREST: Oh, don't!]
I thought that was beyond the intellectual
grasp of the hon. member for West Kim-
berley. But I imagine thit more public
good would be accomplished, as I said, if
an allowance were grnted annually by
rarliament, either to the Chief Justice
or the Premier, for entertaining distin-
guished visitors, and the office of Governor
were abolished, and that magnificent
fa~bric know-n as Government House were
converted into a. Parliament House, to
accommodate both Chambers, and that
those charming and extensive ground(s
that surround it were laid out as public
gardens for the benefit of the public.
That is my opinion on this subject, and I
am not at all timid in expressing it,
because, if it were acted upon, I believe
it would be both useful and advantageous
to the colony. I am not referring to the
personvel of th(, present occupant of this
high office ; I am simply speaking of

Cost of the.
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the position. What are the functions of
a Governor in Australia now? We know,
perfectly well that in the other colonies,
Victoria and New South Wales particu-
larly, those colonies are simply regarded
as a sort of happy hunting ground for
the scions of aristocratic families in Eng-
land to gain information that will be
valuable to them hereafter in the Colonial
Office. I believe that has come to be
recognised as part of the policy of the
British Government with regard to these
colonies in the selection of Governors,-
to enable the scions of noble or wealthy
families, statesmen in embryo, and Min-
isteurs in posse, to gain experience and
information concerning these colonial de-
pendencies of the Empire, which may
hereafter be turned to good account in
the Colonial Office or in Parliament. The
position is so regarded by thle Imperial
authorities, and it is so regarded by those
who accept it. But we in this colony are
in a different position. So fax, we have
not become the happy hunting ground of
the scions of noble houses; nor do I think
that our aspirations are strongly in that
direction. We are at present paying six
thousand golden sovereigns annually for a
gentleman to hold a certain representative
position in our midst-a position which,
so far as maintaining the connection
between the colony and the British Crown
is concerned, could just as efficiently be
filled by the Chief Justice of the colony,
or the Premier of the colony ; and, of the
two, perhaps it would be better to leave
out the Premier, because he is necessarily
the head of a party-I will not say a
faction-in the State, and to confer this
position upon the Chief Justice for the
time being, who should be the connecting
link between the British Crown and this
part of Hr Majesty's dominions. Be-

yodfring this connecting link, the
functions of a Governor are simply of a
social order, and I imagine they could be
equally as well performed by the Chief
Justice as by a Governor. Yet wye are
spending £26,000 a year to keep up a
Governor's establishment, which I submit
is more than any other colony of the
group is paying, compared with its popu-
lation or its revenue. In South Australia,
with a revenue of £3,000,000, they pay
less than we do. In Victoria, with
a revenue of between £06,000,000 and
£27,000,000, they only pay a Little over

£10,000 a year. In New South Wales;
with a revenue of between £8,000,000
and £9,000,000, they pay less than
Victoria; while we in this colony, with
our small community of less than 80,000
people, and a revenue of about X850,000,
pay no less than £6,000 a year for
maintaining a Governor's establishment.
We wre spending these six thousand
golden sovereigns, contributed by the
people of the colony, to beep up this
glittering idea of being linked to the
British Crown. I say we do not want a
picturesque figurehlead, decked in blue
and gold, at £6,000 a year, to maintain
that link, so long as every heart in the
country throbs with ardent loyalty for
the great country we have sprung from.

Mn. R. F. SHOLL: I should like to
say a word or two in reply to what has
fallen from the head of the Government.
As to the existing agreement with the
present Governor, I think the House
fixed the salary and emaoluments, and
that all the Imperial Government insisted
upon was a provision in the Civil List for
the Governor's salary of £4A,000, and the
private secretary's salary, at £800. I
take it the Governor must have known
that was all he could expect; instead of
that we are providing him with an aide-
do-camp and a clerk. I only mention
these things, in order to revive them, in
view of the approaching appointment of
another Governor. They have been
allowed to slumber too long. As a rule
members do not care to take up questions
of this kind. 'Unfortunately, there are
only one or two members in the House
who care to tackle such questions. As to
Government House and domain, the
Premier says if we dlid not provide for
the upkeep of these buildings and grounds,
they would go to ruin. I quite agree
with him; but, I think, the suggestion of
the bion, member for Geraldton is a very
good one. There is too much ground
attached to Government House altogether,
and the upkeep of that ground costs too
much. And for the benefit of whom is
it kept up? For the benefit of the
Governor, to run a few cows in. It would
be much better if the Government cut off
a certain portion of this ground, and
threw it open as a public park, for the
recreation of the citizens. It would then
be laid out and taken care of properly,
and be of some use as well as an ornament
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to the city, instead of simply remaining a
grass paddock in the most valuable part
of the town. I aim sure the Government
will do all they can to furnish this returnI
and let us know exactly what it costs the
country, directly and indirectly, to main-
tain the Governor's establishment-not4
with the view, as I have said, of interfering
with existing arrangements or with the
present occupant of the office, but in order
to enable us to decide what fresh arrange-
went should be made with the next
Governor. I think it is out of all pro-
portion that the Governor of a colony
like this should cost the country £6,000
a year, when I believe the President of
the United States of America only gets
£210,000 a year.

Motion put and passed.

CLOSURE OF STREET IN RUSSELTON
BILL.

Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

ROADS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 to 10 inclusive:
Put and passed.
New clause:
Mx. LEFROYmoved that thiefollowving

new clause be added to the Bill: "No
" track which has been in general use by
"the public shall be fenced across or
" otherwise blocked up, unless the Roads
' Board shall have recommended such a
" course to the Governor, and that it
"1shall have received his approval, which
"shall be published in the Government
" Gazette." He said this was a clause
that appeared in the old Roads Act of
1871 and he thought it was very desir-
able it should be revived. At present
there was nothing to prevent an individual I
from fencing across these old tracks, which
were of great convenience to thie public
in many cases. It gave rise to a great
deal of irritation and 11-feeling amongst
neighbours, and it would be much better
to leave the power of deciding whether a
track should be closed or not in the hands
of the district Board. He had been
chairman of a Roads Board for the last
20 years, and he ought to be some
authority on this subject. He knew how
the present Act worked, and where the
shoe pinched, and he was sure it would1

work better if this clause were added to
it.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) did not know that there was any
serious objection to the clause, though he
should have liked to have had an oppor7-
tunity of considering it. it was a
significant fact that the clause was
repealed many years ago, and he presumed
there must have been good reason for
repealing it.

MR. IJEAKE thought the object of
the hon. member was to assimilate the
law as to tracks with the law as it now
existed as to roads, amnd give the Roads
Boards the power to close these tracks
instead of leaving it to lprivate individuals
to decide whether a track should be closed
or not.

MR. CLARKSON said this clause
opened uip a very sefious question as
to what constituted a public track, and
it required a great deal of consideration.
He hoped the House would be very care-
ful before it interfered with these old
tracks.

MR. LOTON said the clause, it apu-
peared to him, did not go any further
than the existing Act, which vested a
similar power in the Roads Boards. If
any individual chose to fence a track
across that had been in use by the public
for mnany years, and the public were
aggrieved, they would still have their
remedy by referring the matter to the
Board.

Mit. RICHARDSON said if they were
going to accept the idea that because a
track existed the owner of the land
through which it ran was to be pro-
hibited from fencing across it without
permission of the Roads Board, he did
not know where they were going to end.
He could not see what more power these
Boards wanted than they already pos-
sessed.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
believed that what the hon. member for
the Moore desired was already law.
That law was framed after a considerable
amount of consideration, and after a,
commission had sat upon the question;
and he thought the law was right enough
as it now existed.

MR. LEPROY said he had simply
moved the clause in the interests of the
public. He thought it would prevent a
great deal of irritation and a great deal
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of litigation if this power were left in the
hands of the Boards.

Mnt. PIESSE hoped the hon. member
would not press the clause. If they were
to provide that everyone had to apply to
the Roads Board before he could fence
across a track it would lead to lots of
trouble aund dela y, and lie thought the
law had better be left as it stood.

Clause put and negatived.
Preamible and title:
Agreeod to.
Bill reported.

DROVINO BILL.
On the Order of the Day for the con-

sideration of the report of the commnittee
on this Bill, the debate was resumed,
on the following clause moved by MR.
RrcuManSON - " Every drover, before
":allowing any travelling stock to ap-
"preach within twenty-five miles of the

"head station or homestead on any run,
"or the headquarters of any person in
"charge of stock on any part of a run,
"shall give the occupier of such run, or
"person in charge as aforesaid, not less
"than twenty-four hours', nor more than
"three days', notice of his approach, by
"leaving such notice at such head station,
"homestead, or bead-quarters, as the case
"may require, and such notice shall
"specify by what route such stock, are
"about to be driven across such run.

"Provided f urther, that such notice shall
" not be necessary in case of horses,

c amels, or cattle bomd fide used for
"saddle, packing, or draught, or where
"the number of horses shall not exceed
"twenty."

MRn. RICHARDSON said, as to the
question of distance (26 miles) he was
not at all sure that it was the right dis-
tance, and he believed some members
would prefer to see it 20 miles, or even
shorter. Of course, it was very difficult
to frame a clause that would meet all
contingencies, though he thought the
present clause went a long way in that
direction.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
was inclined to think that the distance
was too great, and also the time too long
for giving the required notice. He thought
it would be a hardship to have to send a
man 20 or 25 miles with a notice to the
head station, when, perhaps, the manager
or shepherd was close by, and could act

just as well as the owner or occupier.
He thought they might reduce the dis-
tance to 10 miles. It would increase the
expense of travelling stock considerably
if you had to keep a man riding back-
wards and forwards 25 miles to deliver
these notices, and to no purpose, perhaps,
in many cases.

Ma. A. FORREST thought the diffi-
culties of droving cattle from the Northern
districts wvere quite sufficient without
adding to themn the difficulties that would
arise out of this clause. Twenty-five
miles was absurd in a country such as
that between here and the North.

MR. IJOTON also considered the dis-
tance was too great. Under this Bill the
drover had to travel five miles a day with
his stock, and that would mean he would
have to give notice five days ahead. He
hoped the hon. member would reduce the
distance.

MR. OCLARKSON thoughtsa few hours
notice would be quite sufficient. The
clause in its present form would entail
too great a hardship on the drovers.
The distance also could be lessened.

MRt. RICHARDSON hoped it would
be remembered that this clause was an
improvement on that in the Bill, which
did not limit the distance. At the same
time he was willing to fall in with the
wishes of hon. members and reduce the
distance to 15 miles.

MR. CON-NOR thought the tendency
of the clause would be to increase the
price of. meat, by imposing unnecessary
difficulties and expense upon the owners
of fat stock. He would rather see the
limit increased to 50 or 100 miles, if that
were possible, so as to compel owners to
ship their stock, to the Southern markets
instead of travelling them by road.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) thought that ten miles and
twelve hours' notice would be quite suffi-
cient, as the stock would even then he
two days off the headquarters of the
person on whom the notice was to be
served.

At 6830 p.m. the SPE:AxEn left the
chair.

At 7-30 ji.m. the SPEAKER resumed the
chair.

MR. SOLOMON moved, as an amend-
ment in the proposed new clause, that the
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words "twenty-five" be struck out of
line 1, and the word "ten" be inserted
in lieu thereof.

Amendment put and passed.
MR. CLARKSON moved, as a further

amendment, that the words "twenty.
four" be struck out of line 4, and the
word "twelve" be inserted in lieu thereof.

Further amendment put, and division
taken. No member voting for the further
amendment, it was declared negatived.
The names in the division, being on one
side only, were not recorded.

New clause, as amended, agreed to.
Mn. RICHARDSON explained that,

in mvn to strike out Clause 6, he
ad not intended to strike out the penalt

contained in sub-section (2) of the clause.
THE SPEAKER said the House had

agreed to strike out the whole clause;
but if it was desired to reinstate the
sub-clause containing the penalty, that
could be done oil recommittal of the Bill.

MR. A. FORREST suggested that,
before the Bill came into operation,
copies of the Act should be sent to the
Resident Magistrates and to the known
drovers.

Amendments made by the Committee
in Clause 8 agreed to.

Report, with further amendments,
adopted.

ESTIMATES, 1894-95.

IN COMMITTEE:

Consideration. of the Estimates re-
suimed.

Mledical, £22,117 15s. (continued):
THE CHAIRMAN said that when this

vote was last under consideration, some
confusio bad arisen as to whether the
debate was on general lines or on specific
items. In consideration of that con-
fusion, he was willing now that the
debate should be taken on Item 1; but
he could not allow this to be a precedent
for the future, as it was the duty of bll.
members to acquaint themselves with
the Standing Orders.

MR. ILLINWOETH, referring to
Item 32 (Fremantle Asylum, officers and
salaries), expressed a hope that the reforms
whichl bad been announcd bythe Premier,
on the previous Monday, would be made as
thorough as possible. The inmates should
have more accommodation and hotter at-
tention than had been provided in recent

years. The annual reports sent in by
Dr. Barnett had shown, over and over
again, that there had been a considerable
amount of neglect in not attending to the
appeals for providing a better system.
The inmates were not criminals; they
were suffering from brain maladies, and
they ought to be treated ais humanely as
possible. It could not be said that the
asylum at Fremantle had received that
attention which its importance demanded.
He was strongly in favour of removing
the asylum from Fremnantle to a suitable
place in the country-in the hills, if
possible, with suitable conditions. Many
of the patients were curable; but, nder
such conditions as existed at Fremantle,
it was too much to expect that cures
would take place, Or that the necessary
care and nursing would be given there.
He hoped the Government would not
Commit themselves to any permanent
inmprovements or further expenses that
would hinder the removal of the asylum.

MR. RANDETJL said it had been satis-
factory to hear the Premier intimate on a
previous evening that the asylum might
have to be removed from its present site.
The expense of removal would not be
great, in viewv of the large value which
might be realised for the land at Fre-
mantle; therefore the cost of erecting
larger buildings in the country might be
recouped to some extent. A committee
of this House had recommended the re-
moval, and hie hoped the removal would
take place soon, so that all the newest
applianices and best means might be used
for restoring patients to soundness of
mind. He had heard of such institutions
in other countries being fitted up nicely
with such conveniences as were not pos-
sible in Fremantle. The present enlarge-
ments would doubtless enable some of
these conveniences to be supplied.

MR. R. F. SHOLL said he had been
pleased to hear the Premier's statement
that the Government were considering the
advisableness of removing the asylum
from Fremantle. It would have been
better if the Government had already
decided on the removal instead of going
on with the present enlargements, for lie
desired to see grounds properly laid out
for the purpose, with all the modern
appliances.. According to the annual
reports of the Surgeon Superintendenut,
there was not sufficient accommodation
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in the asylum to separate the curable
from the incurable patients, and this
state of things was deplorable in a
civilised community, and did not redound
to the credit of the Government or of
Parliament. He did not think any
member of the community would object
to the necessary taxation for alleviating
theunifortunate cond itionof theseinmates.
Some years ago he visited the asylum
ais one of a committee, and he then came
to the conclusion that if a curable patieint
went into the asyluin and ised with
the incurablcs, there would be very little
hope for that lpatient ever coning out
with reason restored. The place was a
Bedlam, to all intents and purposes,
and he never felt so much upset ais
he did in going through the asylum.
He would not go there again if he
could possibly help it. He had been
surprised at the remarks made by a
candidate, in addressing the electors at
Fremantle, to the effect that he would
oppose the removal of the asylumn from
that town because it caused the expendi-
ture of a great deal of money there. If
that was a sample of the people who
aspired to legislative honours, God help)
the country! The present site of the
asylum was valuable, and might be
tiihsed for a better purpose. The ques-

tion concerned the whole colony, and if
the Government were prepared to propose
an expenditure of £50,000 or £60,000 for
a new asylum, he did not think any bon.
member would vote against it. It was a
proper thing to arrange that Dr. Barnett
should devote the whole of his time to
the asylum; but as new quarters were
going to be built for the doctor, that fact
(lid not indicate that the Government,
were looking out for a better site for the
asylum in the country, but that the
present makeshift system was to go on
for many years longer.

MR. CLARKSON said this subject
was brought before the Rouse every
year. Vested interests appeared to come
in again, as in the case of the locomotive
work-shops at Fremantle. Would it not
be possible to take advantage of the
liberal offer which had been recently
made by Mr. Morrison, in proposing to
give a suitable piece of ground on the
Darling RangeP

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
We are going to get that laud.

MRt. CL4 ARKSON suggested that
buildings should be erected there first
for the Curable p)atients, and the Surgeon
Superintendent might attend to both
asylums, having the convenience of the
railway. A more beautiful or mnore suit-
able place than the Darling Range, for
curable patients, could not be found.

MR. LEAKE said he would gladly
support a vote for any sum of money
that might be proposed for the i-elief of
these unfortunate inmates. Nothing
could be more pitiable than the condition
of those in the asylum at Fremnantle;
and sad as wvas the description which Dr.
Barnett gave in his annual report, it con-
veyed no idea of the real state of things.
To view those patients as they wereherded together in that wretched Place
was a picture of abject human misery-
he mnight almost call it a home of
depravity. It had been his misfortune
to visitT the place last summer, and,
difficult as it was to shock him, hie con-
fessed it was with absolute sorrow that
lie viewed the condition of those people
all herded together, in prison clothes,
with no comfort, no attempt to separate
them, no attempt to improve them-
drivelling idiots, hopeless maniacs, and
curable patients, all herded together.
Let hon. members imagine, if they could,
a patient, in a lucid interval, suddenly,
brought face to face with the unfortunate
creatures who were, of necessity, placed
together in the same small yard. There
hie saw persons whom he had known in
better circumstances, who bad at one
time moved in society, dressed in prison
garb,' fed on prison fare, and herding
with others like a pack of wild beasts.
He hoped the Premier would not treat the
matter lightly. This was a public sore
which must be laid bare; and the only
remedy would be a liberal expenditure of
money. The island of Rottuest would be
salubrious, and, in many ways, admirable
as a site for this asylum. The inmates
could be allowed to go outside the precincts
of the asylum, without risk of their
getting away from the island, so that
anyone escaping within the island could
be easily recaptured.

MR. SOLOMON said the land at
present available for the asylum in
Fremnantle was about twenty acres, andN
would be serviceable for a considerable
time, although lie thought the time would
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come when the asylum must be removed
from the present site. Alter a new site
had been selected, a considerable time
would be required for erecting the new
buildings; therefore not a dlay should be
lost before doing the necessary work for
making the present asylum adequate in
the meantime. The appointment of a
resident surgeon was highly desirable, for
without this change there would be no
benefit. Classification had been urged
as a necessity during many years past.
This matter had lately been inquired into
by the Civil Service Commission, and his
own opinion was that the present classifi-
cation was something horrible-Malays,
Chinese, blackfellows, and Europeans of
all classes huddled together. This state
of things was simply disgraceful. He
agreed with the suggestion that Rottuest
would be a suitable place for the asylum.
He was pleased to learn that the salaries
of the matron, the chief warder, and some
others had been increased, their duties
being very arduous.

in. PEA-USE was glad to find the
Government intended that in future the
Surgeon Superintendent should devote
all his time to the asylum, and that some
officers were to have increases of salary,
but he regretted that the nurses were not
also to havre some increase, as they bad
onerous duties to perform. He agreed
with the remarks of the hon. member for
South Frem antle.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the Government intended to ex-
pend X4,000 upon improvements at the
asylum. The feasibility of removing the
asylum to another site had been con-
sidered, but the expenditure for that
purpose would necessarily be large, and
for the present the Government thougt
it was better to enlarge and improve the
existing buildings. He thought also that
the increased area which was to be ad~ded
would greatly improve the aecommod ation.
He remembered visiting the asylum some
years ago, and even if the condition of
the place had continued the same now, he
thought that some of the remarks made
in the present discussion were somewhat
exaggerated. He could not think that an
experienced man like Dr. Barnett would
allow things to be in such a. terrible state.
For his own part, he confessed he had
not visited the place for 10 or 12 years,
so that he could uot speak from experi-

ence. He knew the desire of the Govern-
ment was to do all that was possible for
these unfortunate people, and he believed
the additions to the buildings and the
enlarged area of ground, when completed,
would greatly improvethe accommodation.
There were some 20 coloured male in-
mates from the Northern parts of the
colony-Sharks Bay and other places-
and he had tried his best to induce the
Government of Hong Kong or Singapore
to receive them, the Government of this
colony offering to send them and pay for
their maintenance; but these proposals
had not been accepted. The Knowle
Asylum, occupying a beautiful site, had
been lately fitted up for curable patients,
and those least affected had been placed
there. When the other extensive improve-
nments then in progress were finished, the
intention was to remove the curable
patients back to the enlarged building.
and the Knowle could then be used for
some other purpose. The Government
had not been so overburdened with means
as to feel justified in proposing an expen-
diture of £230,000 to.£50,000 in providing
an asylum on a new site.

ME. R. F. SHOLL: You can find the
money when you want it.

THn PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the hion. member had previously
suggested that money should be put on
the Estimates for removing the asylum;
but the hon. member, like some others,
though ready with his sympathy, had
not done much himself. How much had
he or the others given? The Govern-
ment were just as desirous as the hon.
member for Albany to provide properly
for these inmates, although they did not
do so much shouting about it.

ME. TJEAKE again regretted that the
Premier could not treat this matter as
seriously as it deserved; and why the
Premier should accuse him of shouting
about a matter of this kind he could not
understand. The Premier had told them
he had not been in the asylum during
the last twelve years; and what took him
there then was that he was comptroller of
the convict establishment, and hie visited
the asylum because it was a prison. It
was a prison still, or no better than a
prison; therefore he blamed the Premier
for not having visited the place during
the last twelve yearrs, particularly after
the hon. gentleman's attention, and that
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of the Government, had been directed to
the state of the facts, particularly by the
reports of the Surgeon Superintendent.
This was evidence that the Premier did
not, think fit to read the reports of his
subordinate officers, and it was evident
he had not read the last annual report,
dated January 2nd, 1894. (The hon.
member read the report to the comn-
mitten.) When hon. members referred
to these facts, and commented on them,
the Premier told them they might as well
put their hands in their own pockets to
assist in alleviating the condition of
these unfortunate people.

THE PanunE (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
That is what people do in England.

ME., LEAKE said it was a pity the
Government had not abolished some of
the " whims " proposed in the Loan Hill,
and put this item in their place.

MR. ILLINOWOETH regretted the
attitude of the Premier in asking hon.
members what they were willing to spend
out of their own pockets in providing for
these inmates. As the whole institution
was sustained out of public funds, he
supposed those members on the Opposi-
tion side of the House who had been
referred to had paid their full share in
that way. If the appeal to feelings of
humanity was not sufficiently strong, then
be would appeal on the mere question of
economy;i for if they could succeed in
placing a number of these afflicted per-
sons in a condition in which they would
cease to be a charge on the State, that
result would be worth consideration. In
Victoria the cottage system had been
most successful in the treatment of the
insane. These inmates should not be
treated ais criminals. He affirmed, on the
authority of Clergymen who visited the
asylum, that its condition was an absolute
disgrace to the colony; and his infor-
mants were prepared to sustain what he
had said. The matter should not be
turned aside in the way the Premier had
attempted to treat it on this occasion.

MR. R. F. SHOLTJ said if the Premier
had visited the asylum oftener, he
would not have shown such a lukewarm
interest in it.

THE PREMI1ER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
I deny the lukewarm interest. How
much interest have you shown?

MR. Ri. F. SHOLL said if the Premier
had given as much attention to the

asylum as he had, it would have been to
the Premier's credit. Dr. Scott had
brought this matter before the Assembly
in 1891; a committee was then appointed,
and it made a recommendation; but
nothing had been done since. What
could members of the House do by
putting their hands in their pocketsP

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest):
You think about it once a year, when
you come here, and that is all.

MR. R. F. SHOLT1 said if there were
not about thirty agricultural halls to be
built in different parts of the country,
there would be no necessity for hon.
members to put their hands in their
pockets for this pm-piose. The Surgeon
Superintendent of the asylum had been
bringing this matter under the notice of
the Government year after year during
the last ten years, and yet the Govern.
meat bad done nothinig. Let the Gov-
ernment put a substantial sumi on the
Estimates for removing the asylum to a
new site, in order to make proper provi-
sion for the unfortunate ininates.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. H. W. Venu) said lie
was sorry to hear any hon. member get
out of temper over this subject. The
hon. member for the Gascoyne would lead
the committee to believe the Government
had done nothing whatever; but it was
not true to say the Government had
taken no action upon the report of the
select committee which inquired into
this subject in 1891, because a con-
siderable sum had been since spent
on the asylum in providing for tempo-
rary requirements, until a large, scheme
could be undertaken. The Government
had not been able to launch into a
large scheme -a present; but, in addi-
tion to what bad lately been done, they
were about to spend £4,000 more ini
further temporary improvements. When
the hon. member said the Government,
and particularly the Premier, took no
interest in this matter, the hon. mem-
ber must have known the Premier was,
above all men, the last against whom
such a charge could be made. That
remark, indeed, was altogether ucalled
for, and would not be listened to
patiently by anyone in this House or
in the colony. Members of the Govern-
ment were not so blind to the dictates of
humanity ho to overlook this subject; for
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they had selected a site for new buildings,
and taken advantage of an offer of a.
piece of land given 0by a, gentleman for
the asylum. The project was in the
mind of the Government. Personally, he
was strongly opposed to the idea of the
asylum remaining in its present position,
and hoped to see a new building started
at a place near Greenmount, before
imany years were over-not at Rottuest,
because the island was unsuitable. He
could sympathise with the feelings ex-
pressed by some bon. members, after he
had visited the asylium as a member of
the committee in 1891.

Mn. SIMPSON said the Premier had
stated that he had not visited the asylum
for twelve years; and yet he also cast a
doubt on the sympathy of those members
who had spoken about the asylum, be-
cause they had not put their hands in
their pockets to help in ameliorating the
condition of these inmates. Perhaps the
Premier would be kind enoughi to suggest
through what channel that private aid
could have gone. That remark of the
Premier was ill-advised. The Director
of Public Works had just told hon.
members that the Government had been
considering the matter since the select
committee reported in 1891. Fancy the
condition of these poor idiots during
these four years of official consideration !
lie would not impugn thc sympathy of
the Ministers, but ho must say their
action had boon extremely laggard. A

grant of land hiad been offered, yet the
Gvernment had not come to any con-

elusion as to what they would do with it.
The sympathy of the Government was
largely a lip service.

Tim PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said that, in regard to Itemn 65 (medical
officer, West Kimberley), the Govern-
ment hoped to be able to obtain the
services of a medical officer soon. The
salary was available.

MR. R. F. SHOLL asked what was
the object of removing the medical officer
from Broomne?

TRE: PREMIER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest)
said the medical officer formerly at Broome
had desired to be moved.

MR. R. F. SHOLL said the Govern-
mieat should not subsidise a. medical
officer where there was a large population,
as in the case of goldfields, where mlany
persons wvere treated as paupers, although

able to pay for a doctor's services. The
medical arrangements at Coolgardie were
costing the Government about £2,000 a
year. With regard to the medi c officer
lately removed from Broome to another
place, he wvas receiving £725 a year from
the Government as medical officer and
resident magistrate, and had private
practice as wedll. This expense was too
much.

Tax PasnnE (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the same medical officer had been
paid at the same rate all along.

Mu., R. F. BROLL said this officer was
over-paid. He noticed that at West Kim-
berley the resident magistrate received
£500 a year and allowances. Why not
have a medical officer who could also
combine the magisterial duties ? Unless
a medical officer received something for
other duties, an efficient man would not
take the position in such a place as West
Kimberley, the medical subsidy being
only £200 a year. He did not wonder
at the medical officer who was lately at
West Kimberley having desired to be
removed to Broome.

Mn. CONNOR said the Govexnment
were rather to be commended for having
arranged to continue the duties of medi-
cal officer and Resident Magistrate at
Broome, and, as ships from the East made
their first call at Broome, it was necessary
to have a. competent medical man there.

MR. KEEP said it was still necessary
to have a competent medical officer at
Derby, in addition to one at Broome,
because Derby was the first port of call
for steamers coming from Singapore, and
a great deal of trouble had been caused
in this colony through the quarantine
regulations not being properly carried
out at the first port of call.

MR. MORAN, referring to Item 66
(Murchison, Resident Medical Officer,

£300 ") asked why this salary should he
£2300, when only £200 was paid to the
miedi c officer at Coolgardie ?

TaaP CHAIRMAN said the hont. mem-
ber must not refer again to Coolgardie,
as that item had been passed.

MR. IDING WORTH said that,
although it was necessary to provide
medical attendance for persons too pour
to pay, yet the tendency Was to makeC
these State medical salaries too high in
plA'ces Where at lrge amount of private
practice was Obtainable, as8 on the gold-

[ASSEMBLY] Estimates, 189".



Estimates, 1894-. [ c. 84] Etmts 845

fields. Private practice was growing,
and the subsidies should be reduced. He
would support a motion for reducing the
amount of Item 66 to £200.

MR. R. F. SHOLL said that where
there was enough private practice to in-
duce medical men to settle, the Govern-
ment subsidy should be withdrawn. The
subsidised doctors were virtually com-
peting against private practice, especially
on the goidfields, -where several doctors
were settled. He did not think the
people at Cue had sufficient confidence in
the Government medical officer there.

Mn. MORAN said that in Guildford,
eight miles from Perth, and in any of
the little tin-pot villages in settled dis-
tricts, the Government subsidised a
medical officer; therefore why not sub-
sidise a medical officer at Coolgardie?
More sickness, misery, and hardship
were to be found on the outlying gold-
fields than in agricultural villages, for
many of the men on golilfields, had no
relations or friends to help themn in
sickness, and they should be cared for
by the State.

Mn. A. FORREST said the hon. mem-
ber wanted the diggers to he fed with a

MR. JAMES moved that Item 66 be
reduced in amount by £100. He said
Cue was now one of the most lucrative
centres in which a, doctor could obtain
private practice. A medical officer re-
sidling at GJuildford had not half the
chance of obtaining prvivate practice that
a. doctor would have on a large gold-
field. The subsidy system. was vicious,
as the recipient took the salary, hut
generally forgot the object for which it
was given.

Mn. MORAN opposed the red uction,
and argued. that the amount of £800
should also be paid to the resident medical
officer at Coolgardie.

Tuu CHAIRMAN again cautioned the
hen. membher, saving be -would be obliged
to suspend the hon. member if hie offended
again by referring to Coolgardie.

Tus PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said that. when the resident medical officer
at Cue was transferred to that place, the
arrangement was that he should receive
£300 a year. His private practice there
was not vry lucrative. If a fresh
appointment at Cue were now being
made, the Government would not offer

more than they were paying to the officer
at Coolgardie. The baxgain had been
made, but he did not know why it should
continue for ever. The amount was really
a retaining fee, and the ordinary amount
of the fee in the colony generally w-as
£.100 a year, although at a small port
like Carnarvon the Government had to
pay £250 in order to induce a. medical
man to reside there. A Hospital Bill
was before Parliament at present, and, if
it passed, the effect might be to alter the
present system altogether.,

Mm. RA.NDELL said the medical officer
at Cue should have had some notice
before his salary iras to be reduced, and
to do it in the mode proposed in the
motion would be a. breach of faith. As
to the practice elsewhere, he knew that in
England the local governing bodies paid
subsidies to medical officers in out-dis-
tricts, the medical officer's particular duty
being to attend to the poor. He believed
the same practice prevailed in Victoria
in the sparsely-populated. districts. He
thought that in large centres of popula-
tion the medical officers were able to
provide for themselves.

MR, LEAKE asked whether theresident
medical officer in a, district was required
to attend gratuitously those persons
who were in the service of the Govern-
ment.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the resident medical officors iii the
NJorthern districts had to attend free the
police, the public officers, the aborigines,
and persons without means, also all
prisoners; in fact, everything which the
Government had to provide, in the way
of medical attendance, these officers had
to supply without charge. Therefore, if
no medical salary were paid, he did not
think the Governmwent would save expense
by a change of system, because the charges
which medical practitioners would have
to mnake against the Government for
rendering such services, would amnount
probably to more than the salaries paid

t rsent. Quarantine officers were
reurdat ports for visiting ships, and

in many places it would be practically
impossible to get on without medical
officers. In some places nearer to the
centre of Government the public officers
did not now get tnedical attendance free.
No one entering the service in Perth now
got medical1 attendance free.
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Ma. A. FORREST said these salaries
to medical officers ought to disappear.
and if the lion. member (Mr. James) bad
moved that the reduction should apply
to medical officers at Coolgardie and
other goldfields, he would have supported
the reduction.

MRn. MORAN asked whether the last
speaker was in order in referrinig to
CoolgardieP

Tsu CHAIRMAN said the hon. mem-
ber who raised this poiut of order should
bear in mind that lie did scarcely any-
thing but thrust Coolgaxdie forward, and
that was the reason why he had to be
prevenc fromn referring to it on every
possible occasion.

MR. A. FORREST deprecated a, reduic-
tion of salary in one particular district,
and suggested that the motion might he
withdrawn, in the expectation that next
year the Government would make at
reduction all1 round, in places where
there was sufficient population to sup-
port a doctor with private prakctice.
This medical vote had been going up'
about.£4,000 a year in recent years.

Mp. COORWORTHY supported the
item, and said the subsidy gener-ally was
really a payment for MeAl attendance
in the cases of aborigines and persons
without means, so that if the payment
were to be made on the basis of work
actually done, the amount would be more
than at present. A medical officer bad
told him, recently, that be had to make
up an immense quantity of medicine for
people who were unable to pay.

MR. MORAN said the life of a. man
was worth a certain amount to the State,
and prevention was better than cure.
By attending to a patient in his first
symptomns, very often death was pre-
vented, and a life was saved to the State.
Surely the life of a. man already iu the
colony was worth as much as the life of
a man who was being brought here;
therefore he hopedl the Government
would always see the wisdom of sub-
sidising medical officers on goldfieldls.

Mn. H. W. 5R011 asked whether a
resident medical officer in the North had
to attend all. the natives who might need
attendance in his district, or only the
natives in pnson? In his own experience,
he had paid a good sumi for medical
attendance to natives while in his ser-
vice.

MRh. LEAXE said he had been told
that all the railway emplofrs in Perth
and Fretuantle were entitled to medical
attendance, free. He asked whether that
was so.

Tsn, PRE)ELER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said that matter was being inquired into.

Ma. MORAN said a6 portion of the
pay of the railway employcs was kept
hac-k for the purpose.

THE: PREMIER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest)
said there had been some misunderstand-
ing, but the matter was being inquired
into.

Motion put and negatived.
Ma. R. F. SliOLT, referring to Item

76 (Southern Cross resident medical
officer, £200), asked what was the
ar-rangemuent.

Tax PREM-LIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the same officer received £200 a
year as mical officer, and £200 a year
as warden of the Yilgarn goldfield;- he
also held all the other offices that were
usually held by resident magistrates.
Besides the salary of £400, he received
£50 for forage allowance, and free
quarters were provided. The arrange-
ment was made with Dr. Black at the
time when the Coolgardie goldfield was
proclaimed, and some economy was
effected by it, as the expense previously
had been £600 a year.

MR. R. F. SHiOLL said he noticed
there was forage allowance for the war-
den, and again there was forage allowance
for the resident magistrate, in the
Estimates, at page 37, these allowances
making together £100 a year for the
same person.

Tim PREMIER (Hon Sir 3. Forrest)
said he would make a note of the matter,
and inquire into it.

Mn. MORAN said the population at
Southern Cross was not half as large as
the population at Hannaun's or Rurnalpi;
and there was also railway communication
to Southern Cross. If there was a medical
officer at Southern Cross, why not at
Hannan's, where there were 2,000 men?
Also, why not at Rurnalpi, which was
still farther outP The medical allow-
ances throughout the colony were not on
a, just basis, anid they should be made so
in reference to the goldtields, on the score
of humanity.

MR. R. F. SHOTI said the forage
allowances required attention, because
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when a, question of the retirement of an
officer arose, 'there would be so much
more claim for pension on that account.
In many cases forage allowance was
claimed, and paid, although no horse 3ias
kept.

MR. MORAN said that in outlying
districts the cost of keeping a horse would
be four or five times more than in other
districts, yet only the same amount was
allowed for forage in these eases. There
ought to be a scale of allowances for
horses.

MR. PIESSE, referring to item 113
(resident medical officers' allowances
for supplying medicine to Government
officers, hospital patients, paupers, and
pensioners, £650), said that he knew that
in country districts this allowance was
altogether inadequate, only £ 12 being
allowed in man? districts. He asked
whether the medicine and attendance
required by aborigines should not be
])aid for out of the sum administered by
the Aborigines Protection Board. Also,
in the case of natives, a medical officer
could not give much attention to them
if only £12 was allowed for all the
medicine he supplied in that district.
He knew that the poor blacks were some-
times turned away because the resident
medical officer could not afford to supply
medicines to them.

Mr.. R. F. SHOTJT said application
should be made to the Aborigines Pro-
tection Board, as suggested by the last
speaker. The Government, in dealing
with the question of medical attendance
for railway servants, should introduce
some system of insurance, or should
arrange for an insurance fund to be
available in case of sickness or death.
Officers should be required to insure on
entering the public service.

Mu. MORAN said a medical officer
had suggested to him that a medicine
chest should be provided by the Gov-
ernment for use on outlying goldfields.
At Coolgardie, for instance, there was a
medical officer; but at another important
centre, 24 miles away, there was no
medical officer representing the Govern-
mient, yet some provision ought to be
made there, and if a medicine chest were
provided at that place, the medical officer
at Coolgardic might visit it in his rounds,
and attend to sick cases. There should
also be a small room available as a surgery

in such a place, to be used by the
travelling medical officer. He hoped the
Goverhnent would consider these sugges-
tions.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the drug allowances ranged from
£10 to £30 a year; in some cases perhaps
a little more.

MR. JAMES, referring to Item 114
(provisions, washing, for patients, &c., in
hospitals, £4,600), said this item showed
an increase of £1,100 as compared with
the amount voted for the previous year.
He said the way in which provisions were
supplied to p~atieflts in the Colonial fios-
pita (Perth) was scandalous. The pro-
visions were of the coarsest kind, and were
served to patients in the roughest and
coarsest manner. It might be the misfor-
tune of people to be poor and unable to

pay fo tretent in a private hospital.
He hope the increased amount of this
item represented an improvement; but he
would watch its operation during the
year.

MR. SOLOMON said that, in a recent
inquiry, the provisions were considered
to be satisfactory, but the ar~rangements
as to bathing were in a disgraceful state
at Frenmantle.

MR. WOOD said that, from some of
the remarks made that evening, one
would think this colony was the worst of
all places to come to; but he did not
hear the same opinions expressed outside
the House. One gentleman who had been
under treatment in the Colonial Hospital
told him, after coming out the other day,
that he could not imagine better treat-
mnent anywhere than he had received in
that institution.

MR. JATMES said the hon. member
was talking of a "gentleman," but the
kind of patients he had referred to were
the common cabbage-garden people.

MR. PEARSE said the hon. member
for East Perth must be referring to a
state. of th ings in the past. From what
he had himself seen, he could confirm the
remarks of his Fremantle colleague (Mr.
Solomon).

MR. PIESSE, referring to Item 117
(medicines and surgical instruments for
hospitals, £350), said this, sum seemed
small for the purpose, and he knew that
surgical instruments wvere not sufficiently
p)rovided in country hospitals, some neces-
sary instruments not being obtainable in
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such places. A country hospital was, in
case of such deficiency, like a ship sent to
sea without a. rudder. The instruments
which medical men had brought out with
them were, in some cases, not of the
latest or best kind for particular purposes.
He knew of instances in which life could
have been saved if the instruments re-
quired in critical operations had been
available in a country hospital.

MR. R. F. SHOLTJ said the Govern-
ment built hospitals in some places where
there were no patients to put into them,
and it would be a pity to provide expen-
sire instruments where they would not be
wanted.

Mn. WOOD, referring to Item 121
(vaccination fees, £,250), asked to whom
the fees were payable.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the fees were paid to all medical
officers who were appointed, public vac-
cinators.

Mna. B. F. STIOLLT, referring to Item
122 (incidental expenses, including tra-
velling expenses, £300), said he noticed
that more than the amount of this item
had been spent last year.

TIL PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said there were probably some extra-
ordinary expenses on account of the
small-pox epidemic last year.

Vote put and passed.
Police, £58,275 12s. lid.:
Ma. ILTJJNGWORTHL said the police

had no Sunday, off duty. It was too
much to expect policemen to be on duty
every day of every year, their rate of pay
being only 7s. a day. In Perth and
Fremantle, if not also elsewhere, arrange-
ments could easily be made for allowing
to each man a Sunday off periodically.
He did not think that in any other part
of Australia the same state of things
existed; and he hoped the Govern-
ment would give an assurance that the
men should have some relief on Sun-
day-

MR. WOOD said another grievance
was that the policemen were compelled to
wear their uniform whether on or off
duty, wherever they went, and they were
never able to get rid of that badge of
service. He hopbd the Government would
see their way to alter that.

Mai. RAND.ELL said. it should be
practicable to allow constables to have
one Sunday off out Ud two, or one Sunday

out of three. This ought to be a, para.-
mount consideration. And, in regard to
the uniform, he said one could hardly
conceive the necessity for a constable
being obliged, when off duty, to wear
his uniform wherever he went.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said these remarks were news to him.
He had never before heard the corn-
plaints which had been mentioned. As
to Sunday duty, he was inclined to think
it was made as light as possible. The
mounted constables must of course attend
to their horses. If there were any hard-
ship, the Government must have heard
something about it before. As to uniform,
the soldier must always be in uniform
wherever he went; and his own opinion
was that it was a. good thing for a con-
stable to be always in uniform. He
did not think the inen had ever comn-
plained about it. He did know, however,
that men were anxious to get into
the police force, and there were many
applications at present from strong, up-
standing men; therefore he inferred the
service was not unpopular. He did not
think the committee need be bothered
about the discipline of the force, for
unless there was strict discipline, such a
force of men could not be managed. He
had no doubt the Commnissioner of Police
had good reasons for makingr the regula-
tions which had been referred to ; but he
would inquire into the matter.

Mn. IJEAKE said that any indulgence
consistent with discipline would be well
merited, 'He had happened against a
good number of members of the force,
and he knew their many trials and
troubles. It had always struck him
that the police were under-paid; and it
would add to the efficiency of the force if
regard were had not only to the physique
but also the intelligence of those who
were admitted. He thought it was desir-
able to have a, more intelligent class of
men tha those in the force at present,
because, when constables were placed in
responsible positions in the outlying dis-
tricts, they had to exercise not only force
but tact and intelligence, The intelligenl
constable was not so likely to make mis-
takes as the man of mere muscle. Bul
what man of intelligence, or anythinp
approaching education, would remain is
a force which was, paid only at ratcE
ranging from s. to 7s. 6d. a day ?
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THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J, Forrest):
They have also clothing and lodging.

Mn. LEAKE said the men had to pay
for their uniform clothing out of their
allowance. In a recent police court ease,
the constable concerned said the Govern-
inent did not pay for his uniform. Out
of this small pittance, a. constable had to
keep himself and family respectably.
Although there might be many appli-
cants for admission to the force at
present, yet the difficulty was that men
would not stay in the force, for directly
they saw a better opening, away they
went; the result being that the force
was not characterised by the efficiency
and intelligence which were desirable.

TanE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
Question.

Mx. IJEAKE said it was "1question,"
and " question," and "1pooh, pooh, Pooh."
But with better pay there would be a
better class of men, and the duties would
be discharged in a more efficient. manner.
He would lik-c, if practicable, that the
police force should be recruited from the
militia or volunteer ranks; so that, if
high discipline was desired, the recruits
would have been trained in a service
where discipline was practised. Not only
was it desirable to get good men into the
force, but also to keep them in it.

Ma. CLARKSON said a first-class
constable got 7s. 6id. a. day, and had to
provide his own uniform. Many a labour.
ing man could earn better wages, and he
thought the police were under-paid.

Ma. RICHARDSON said the amount
of this vote showed an increase of
over £10,000 in the year. As to increas-
ing the pay of constables, the question
was when was the limit of a constable's
pay to be reached, and how long could
the colony stand the increasesP

MX., JAMES said the gentlemen who
get big " screws " were able to get them
made bigger, but that was not the case
with constables. He understood that
the constables were provided with uni-
forms, but the inspectors and sub-in-
spectors had to pay for their own, the
cost to these officers in the first year being
£:45 to £50. If, however, the State
insisted on these officers wearing expensive
uniforms, the Slate ought to pay the cost.
H is opinion was that constables were
inadequately paid. It was% essential that
constables should be efficient. It made

a great difference as to whether a con-
stable had a good temper or a bad one.
For such a duty 7s. 6d. a day was
altogether inadequate. These men ought
to be something more than were labourers,
and should certainly be good-tempered
men. He agreed that recruits should be
drawn from the militia, or should form
part of it. He hoped the Government
would consider the absolute need of pay-
ing these men a fair 4nd adequate wage.

MFR. RANDELL said that, in a news-
paper of that morning, a letter called
attention to the conduct of the police at
Marble Bar, and their alleged officious-
ness in interfering with the diggers there,
almost culminating in a riot. Inquiry
should be made. While the police were
expected to do their duty, they should not
be too officious.

TimE PREM4IER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he would inquire into the report
about the police at Marble Bar. As to
the pay of the lpolice force, the rates did
strike him as not being very high, but
there was also a lodging allowance of
some £25 a year, besides a ration allow-
ance in some districts. There was also a
travelling allowance. Judging by the
number of applications, the position of a.
constable was not considered undesirable.
There had been no complaints from the
constables, so far as he knew, and the
probability was that the men generally
were satisfied with the conditions of the
service. Speaking as one who had
travelled about the colony a good deal,
he thought the police were a. very efficient
body. Wherever he had been he found
the men smart, well dis9ciplined, and ready
to do their duty. On the goldfields, also,
whatever was required to be dlone thu
police were ready and willing to do it,
and he was glad to be able to give this
testimony f rom his own observation,
although be hadL seen statements to the
contrairy in the newspapers. He was
speaking of the ordinary police force, not
the detective branch.

Ma. RAIWDELL -- Are the constables
paid for seven days or six per week ?

TH4E PREMIER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest):
I think they are paid for seven days.

MR. SOLOMVON said the Pay of the
higher officers had increased, while the
men in subordinate p~ositions were kept
at a very low rate. A better inducement
might be_ given by establishing something
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like the cadet system, which would be a
great benefit. A person high in the police
service had stated, in evidence, that a
cadet system, which would enable the
men to have proper tuition in their duties,
would be a great advantage.

MR. JAMWES, referring to Item 19
(detective branch), said 10s. a day was a
small payment for the head of the
detective departmnent, and he questioned
whether that amount was enough to
secure efficiency. There might be some
reason for saying the duties of the detec-
tive branch were not carried out so
satisfactorily as they ought to be. The
detectives had to spend some money in
secret service, and he -was told they dlid
not always get it back. He 'knew that
detective constables had complained of
their having to spend many small sums
of money which they were not able to get
refunded. There should be some pro-
vision for encouraging constables to make
extra efforts for obtaining promotion,
and they should not all be kept at the
same dead level.

MR. SOLOMON, referring to Item 267
(travelling expenses and transport, in-
cluding travelling of special constables,
£300), said the constables travellinig
in the goldfield escorts received only
5s. a night as travelling allowance, and
this was not sufficient for such responsible
service.

Mn. A. FORREST said he under-
stood the gold escort constables were paid
specially. He was told, however, that
constables on the goldfields received
only the same travelling allowance as
was paid to constables travelling in
the coast districts, whereas the gold-
fields were most expensive places to live
in. There was no finer body of men
than the police at Coolgardie; nearly
all were the sons of gentlemeu or men of'
good standing; and they were so superior
that the look of them was enough. He
hoped the Commissioner of rolice would
consider the hardship which the con-
stables on goldfields bad to undergo, and
the expensiveness of the living in such
places, so that their pay might be in-
creased proportionately, as he understood
it was only about 7s. a day, the same as
was paid in the coast districts. The
charge for a meal on the road was 3.. 6d.
and 7s. 6d. for a bed. Constables on
goldfields should be paid considerably

more than those in the coast towns, and
this 'was particularly necessary for pre-
venting them from deserting in the new
rushes to gold finds.

Mn. MORAN said if the gold escort
men got only 5s. day as travellig allow-
ance, this rate of pay was very inadequate
in comparison with the expensiveness of
travelling down to Perth and back. The
travelling allowance should be 10s. a
day.

Vote put and passed.
Gaols, £17,647 15s.:
MR. JAMES drew attention to what

he called the absolute and scandalous
need for improving the accommodation
at the Perth Lockup, there being only
two narrow cells, and sometimes a dozen
persons jammed into them.

MR. IfLLING WORTHE said there
should he provision for some kind of
lockup on the goldifields. At the Magnet.
when he was there, a man made some
disturbance; the offender was arrested by
a policeman, who chained him up to a
mulga bush all night; and that offender
had to be taken fifty miles to a magis-
trate, his offence being only a small one.
If that man was convicted on arriving at
Cue, it would then be necessary to send
him all the way to Geraldton to serve a
sentence of, perhaps, fourteen days' im-
prisonment, and while in custody at Cue
the offender would be chained. There
should be a lockup on the goldields,
instead of chaining an offender to a bush
at night in all sorts of weather. It was
aL reasonable thing to ask that an offender
convicted at Cue should not be sent 300
miles to Geraldton as the nearest place
where he could bie imprisoned.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he believed a lockup had been built
at Cue. He knew the expenditure was
anthorised.

Mn. ThLINO.WORTH1 said that if a
ma1.n were the greatest of criminals, it was
not right to chain him to a bush at night
for want of a lockup, Positive barbar-
isms were going on there which he would
be ashamed to bring before the House.

Tn PREzMIR (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
We want to provide these things as well
as you do, but we cannot do everything
at once.

MR. MORAN said he would oppose
the building of gaols on goldfields, while
more urgent works were wanted there.
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It was well known that a digging comn-
mnunity required less police protection
than other communities, and that diggers
were more law-abiding. As soon as a
policeman went on a goldfield, his presence
was the beginning of disorder. Diggers
had their own methods of dealing with
unruly characters. There was a waste
of sentiment in the talk of the hon. mnem-
ber for Nannine, for as long as there were
only common diggers on goldfields, no
gaois were required there.

MR. A. FORREST did not see much
harm in chaining up a man who had mis-
conduicted himself. Offenders, when con-
victed, bad usually to work on the roads,
and a. lot of good work for the public was
done in that way.

MR. JAMES supported the argument
of the bon. member for Naunine, as it
was barbarous to chain up offenders.

MR. LEAKE hoped that when gaols
were built on goldfields they would -not
be made too attractive. The Govern-
ment should inquire as to what extent
the present prisons were houses of cor-
rection or havens of rest for thieves and
vagabonds. He thought the present
prisons would be found to be havens of
rest. In particular, he referred to remis-
sions of sentence in eases of penal servi-
tude. The Attorney Geuera~l had stated
that when an offender was, sentenced to a
long term of penal servitude, hie was, as a.
rule, let loose at the end of seven years.
Such criminals, who had by a " fluke"3
escaped the rope, should not escape
punishment in so short a time. In
England there was a vast difference
between hard labour and penal servitude
work, but in this colony no distinction
was made. The prison discipline of this
colony needed looking into. It should be
seen that an offender sent to prison should
be punished severely, and should not be
allowed to escape in a far shorter time
than was contemplated by the judge who
sentenced hin. The Attorney General
ought to carry out the promise made, in
reply to a. question put to him in the
House a few weeks ago, and look into
this matter. If he (the hion. member)
thought this matter would not engage
the attention of the Government during
the recess, he would move for the appoint-
mnent of a. Commission -to inquire into
the administration and discipline of
prisons. A class of men known as

" spellers " were coming to this colony,
and the sooner they were provided with
prison work that would have a. corrective
effect on them the better.

TH7E ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) said he agreed -with many of the
statements made by the hon. member.
This question had been occupying the
attention of the Government, in the
Colonial Secretary's Department; and he
took such interest in it that he was able
to say the question was in a condition to
be disposed of, after the rising of this
House.

Mn., LEAKE s-aid the thanks of the
House were due to the Attorney General,
for the manner in which he had attended
to this matter.

MRn. PIESSE said the gaol officers of
the lower rank were badly paid. There
was a g-reat difference, for instance, in
the pay of the chief officer and the one
next below him.

Vote put and passed.
Progress reported, and -leave given to

sit again.

COLONILJ PRISONERS REMOVAL BILL.

FIRST READING.

Received from the Legislative Council.
Read a first time,

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at I117 o'clock
pmn.
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